
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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Date:  September 11, 2011 
Title:  We Proclaim Him 
Text:  Colossians 1:28; Misc. 
Theme: The person and work of Jesus Christ is unchanging and triumphs over 

geography, gender, and race.  It is the antithesis to fallen power, prestige, 
position, peer approval, and possessions.  Jesus Christ is the reality portrayed by 
the shadow.  Jesus Christ is enough in this life and in the life to come. 

 
Introduction:  
The apostle Paul captures the essence of his ministry (yeah of Christianity itself) by one simple 
statement: “We proclaim Him.”  Paul was confronted by various circumstances and situations 
proving problematic, yet his answer to every question and solution to every problem is Christ.  
When confronted by the wisdom of this world, Paul preached Christ crucified (1 Cor. 1:23).  
Paul did not use persuasive arguments, but rather determined to “know nothing except Jesus 
Christ and Him crucified” (1 Cor. 2:2-4). 
 
Ten years ago on September 11, 2001 the national consciousness of the United States was 
severely challenged and stunned.  Since then we have grown in our knowledge of the Islamic 
world.  Now we are always attempting to accommodate everyone and everything.  Perhaps as 
a political/national entity such steps are necessary, but such cannot be the case as it relates to 
the person and work of Jesus Christ.   
 
We live in a day an age when everything needs to be politically correct and gender sensitive.  I 
am not speaking to an unacceptable brashness that easily offends and unnecessarily alienates, 
but there is a consequence to the absolutes of who God is and what He has done.  By default 
every way that adds to or subtracts from God is wrong. 
 
Friend, when Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life” He intrinsically said, “There are 
ways, verbiage and philosophies that are wrong.”  When Paul wrote to Timothy, “For there is 
one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1 Tim. 2:5) by 
implication he said, “There is no other way.” 
 
I recognize the nature of the world in which we live has been turned on its head, but there is 
an answer to this world’s perplexing questions and His name is Jesus. 
 
Paul uses the word kataggello.  It is often translated “to preach.”  The idea is one of 
broadcasting, of lifting up one’s voice in order to deliver a message in order to be heard by 
others.  Paul’s proclamation is described by two actions.  First, he warns others of potential 
defection will bring real destruction.  Second, he instructs to stabilize and enable the people of 
God in pursuit of God. 
 
Today our message, our business, our ministry is captured in this one simple statement, “We 
proclaim Him.”  But why, why do we proclaim Him as the answer to this day’s remembered 
devastation and the continued warring of people and nations? 
 



 

 

2 

Outline: 
 

I. We proclaim Him because of who He is. 
 

A. We proclaim Him because He is the hope of glory (1:27). 
 
If all of life is from Him, sustained by Him, and ultimately for Him, then it only stands to 
reason that He is our past, present, and future glory. 
 

B. We proclaim Him because in Him all the fullness of deity dwells in bodily form 
(1:19; 2:9). 

 
Part of the error confronted by Paul in Colossae was the idea of fullness.  “His answer to all the 
Gnostic heresies consisted essentially of one world: Christ.”1   
 
All the perfections of who God is as God exist without confusion or compromise in the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit.  “Divine glory did not merely gild Him, lighting up His person for a 
season with a splendor not His own; He was and is absolute and perfect God.”2 
 
“The powers and attributes of Deity were not to be distributed among a multitude of angels.  
The divine supremacy or sovereignty, either as a whole or in part, was not to be surrendered 
to them.  On the contrary, in accordance with God’s good pleasure, from all eternity the 
plenitude of the Godhead, the fullness of God’s essence and glory, which fullness is the source 
of grace and glory for believers, resides in the son of his love, in him alone, not in him and the 
angels.”3   
 
“When the apostle thus describes Christ he has in mind the latter’s deity, not just his divinity.  
He is referring to the Son’s complete equality of essence with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
his consubstantiality, not his similarity.  He is saying that this plenitude of deity has its abiding 
residence in Christ, and this bodily.”4   
 
Because we are in America where there is no theocracy, we are at liberty to believe what we 
wish.  But let us not then assume that all beliefs are the same or Jesus can become whatever we 
wish Him to be.  If we do not affirm Jesus Christ as being fully God and fully man, if we do 
not affirm Jesus Christ as being eternal and immutable, if we do not affirm Jesus Christ as 
being of the same essence as the Father and Holy Spirit, then we are wrong. 
 
The idea of God manifesting Himself in body is seen in the statement of Colossians 1:15. 
 

C. We proclaim Him because He is the image of the invisible God (1:15). 
 
Jesus Christ is the image of the invisible God.  To see the Son is to see the Father (John 14:9).  
“In Greek thought an image shares in reality what it represents.  Christ is the perfect likeness 
of God.  The word contains the idea of representation and manifestation.  The word points to 
His revealing the Father and His pre-existence.”5   
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I speak often of shadow and how all of creation bears the imprint of God.  In the incarnation of 
Jesus Christ the shadow gives way to the complete perfection of the Son (Heb. 1:1, 2). 
 

1 “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the prophets in many portions and in 
many ways, 2 in these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom He appointed heir of 
all things, through whom also He made the world. 3 And He is the radiance of His glory 
and the exact representation of His nature, and upholds all things by the word of His 
power. When He had made purification of sins, He sat down at the right hand of the 
Majesty on high, 4 having become as much better than the angels, as He has inherited a 
more excellent name than they” (Heb. 1:1, 2). 

 
“Christian antiquity has every regarded the expression ‘image of God’ as denoting the eternal 
Son’s perfect equality with the Father in respect of His substance, nature, and eternity.”6  
 
There is no one and nothing like Him.  He is the uncreated Creator who is God. 
 

D. We proclaim Him because all things were created by Him (1:16a). 
 
Christ is the immediate instrument of creation. 
 

E. We proclaim Him because in Him all things hold together (1:17). 
 
“God Himself is the principal of cohesion in the universe, the unifying band which 
encompasses everything and holds it together.  This applies not only to the largest things of 
the universe, but also to its smallest things.”7   
 
“He is the principle of cohesion in the universe.  He impresses upon creation that unity and 
solidarity which makes it a cosmos instead of a chaos.”8   
 

F. We proclaim Him because all things are for Him (1:16b). 
 
Christ is the goal of creation.  Apart from Him nothing in this world makes any sense.  Those 
who deny God or His power in and through creation live empty lives. 
 

G. We proclaim Him because in Him are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge (2:3). 

 
“It is in Christ that all the treasures of divine wisdom and knowledge have been stored up – 
formerly in hiding, but now are displayed to those who have come to know Christ.”9   
 
“The adjective apocryphos is the basis for the expression ‘apocryphal books.’  This was used 
not only for the non-canonical books of the OT, but also for the secret writings of the Gnostics.  
Against their claims to esoteric knowledge, Paul asserts that all true knowledge is hidden – 
‘stored up, hidden from view’ – in Christ.”10   
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Because of who He is His work has infinite value in fulfilling the promise and completing the 
picture.  He alone is mighty to save. 
 
•We proclaim Him because He is fully GOD from whom, in whom, and for whom are all 
things. 
 

II. We proclaim Him because of what He has done. 
 
Although we seek to answer questions in a way that excludes God and fails to acknowledge 
our resident evil, there is gnawing within the human soul a yearning that cannot be addressed 
apart from God.  Augustine captures this thought with his historical statement,  
 

Great are you, O Lord, and exceedingly worthy of praise; your power is immense, and 
your wisdom beyond reckoning. And so we men, who are a due part of your creation, long 
to praise you – because you have made us and drawn us to yourself, and our heart is 
[restless] until it rests in you. 11  

 
Thus, “As to the persistent demand of conscience, he was the only one who satisfied it in every 
respect.”12   
 

A. We proclaim Him because in Him we have hope (1:5, 27). 
 
In the absence of hope there is nothing but spirit deadening despair. 
 

B. We proclaim Him because in Him we have redemption, the forgiveness of sin 
(1:14). 

 
In the absence of redemption there is nothing but grinding soul-robbing bondage. 
 

C. We proclaim Him because in Him we have reconciliation with the Father (1:20-
22). 

 
In the absence of reconciliation there is nothing but heart hardening estrangement/alienation. 
 
“The strong double compound apokatallasso occurs only here and in Eph. 2:16.  It means 
‘reconcile completely.’  The false teachers aimed at effecting a partial reconciliation between 
God and man through the interposition of angelic mediators.  The Apostle speaks of an 
absolute and complete reconciliation of universal nature to God, affected through the 
mediation of the Incarnate Word.”13   
 
We proclaim Him because apart from Him there is no hope, healing, and wholeness in a world 
that is despairing, diseased, and dysfunctional.  Perhaps today you find yourself lost, lost in 
your emotion, lost in your spirit, lost in your body.  Perhaps today you find yourself 
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despairing of life, diseased in your soul and dysfunctional in your relationship with God and 
man.  If such is the case, then my answer for you is Jesus. 
 
How do you apply the healing balm of God?  Here is the next step. 
 
•We proclaim Him because He alone and only gives hope, redemption, and peace. 
 

III. The Next Step (Where do we go from here?) 
 
All that He is and all that He has done is for us and our salvation.  Notice the language of our 
text. 
 

• 1:2 Faithful (believing – pistos) brethren 

• 1:4 We heard of your faith (pistis) in Christ Jesus 

• 1:6 The day you heard of it and understood (knew – epiginosko) the grace of God in truth 

• 2:6 As you have received (paralambano) Christ Jesus the Lord 
 
To have hope you must receive/believe the hope.  To have redemption from sin you must 
receive/believe the redeemer.  To have peace of soul you must receive/believe the ultimate 
and only peacemaker.   
 
•We proclaim Him because you need to believe/receive Him by faith for deliverance from 
your sin. 
 
There are several accounts as to the origin of the beautiful hymn "Fairest Lord Jesus." The best 
known legend is that it was sung by the twelfth century German Crusaders, as they made their 
long, weary way to the Holy Land. Another, more credible account is that it was sung by the 
followers of John Hus, who were driven out of Bohemia in 1620 in the anti-Reformation purge, 
who settled in Silesia, now part of Poland. They had to keep their faith secret, yet had a strong 
tradition of hymn singing. 

 
Beautiful Savior, King of Creation 

Son of God and Son of Man! 
Truly I’d love Thee, truly I’d serve Thee, 
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

 
Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands, 

Robed in the flowers of blooming spring; 
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer, 

He makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 
 

Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight, 
Bright the sparkling stars on high; 

Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer 
Than all the angels in the sky. 
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Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 

Son of God and Son of Man! 
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration 
Now and forevermore be Thine! 

 
Friend, His name is Jesus and we proclaim Him. 
 
Will you not receive/believe Him today? 
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